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English uses the verb “wish” to talk about present and 
past regrets. The tense of the verb that follows “wish” 
affects the meaning of the sentence.

New language  “Wish” with past tenses

Vocabulary  Life events

New skill  Talking about regrets

KEY LANGUAGE “WISH” AND PAST SIMPLE

FURTHER EXAMPLES “WISH” AND PAST SIMPLE

HOW TO FORM “WISH” AND PAST SIMPLE

Use “wish” with the past simple, or with the modal verbs “would” 
and “could,” to express regrets and desires about the present. 

Wishes and regrets

Use the past simple to  
talk about the present.

You can also use modal verbs to 
express wishes about the present.

Use “wish” or “wishes” 
depending on the subject.

The past simple expresses wishes 
or regrets about the present.

PAST SIMPLE REST OF SENTENCESUBJECT“WISH”SUBJECT
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CROSS OUT THE INCORRECT WORDS IN EACH SENTENCE

USE “I WISH” AND THE PAST SIMPLE TO TALK ABOUT THE SITUATIONS 
BELOW, SPEAKING OUT LOUD
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KEY LANGUAGE “WISH” AND PAST PERFECT

FURTHER EXAMPLES “WISH” AND PAST PERFECT

HOW TO FORM “WISH” AND PAST PERFECT

Use “wish” with the past perfect to express regrets  
about the past. This construction is used when  
it is too late for the wish to come true.

past perfect

Use “wish” or “wishes” 
depending on the subject.

The past perfect expresses 
 regrets about the past.

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND MARK WHETHER THE PICTURES SHOW 
REGRETS ABOUT THE PRESENT OR THE PAST

THE PRESENT THE PAST

PAST PERFECT REST OF SENTENCESUBJECT“WISH”SUBJECT
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READ THE LETTER AND COMPLETE THE SENTENCES

REVIEW THE ENGLISH YOU HAVE LEARNED IN UNITS 73–76

REPORTED QUESTIONS

COLLOCATIONS WITH “RAISE”

“IF” AND “WHETHER”

INDIRECT QUESTIONS

“WISH” AND PAST SIMPLE

“WISH” AND PAST PERFECT

NEW LANGUAGE SAMPLE SENTENCE UNIT

CHECKLIST

 “Wish” with past tenses   Life events   Talking about regrets  
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